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Roll out the big guns! At last TOS 
compatible computers are able to 
compete in all serious computing 
fields against Mac and PC 
computers and, in most cases, wins 
by knockout. 


The developers at ROM-Logicware 
are surely happy with themselves, 
following the release of their 
dynamite upgrade to the TOS 
platform's premier productivity 
package, that is non other than 
Papyrus. They have just released 
version 6.18 of the package and to 
say that “it rocks” is certainly no 
exaggeration. This package leaves 
MS-Word and MS-Publisher dead in 
the water and that is no lie! From 
version 6, not only is Papyrus the 
premier document processor for 
the TOS platform, but it now has 
another feather in its cap, it is a fully 
fledged professional HTML/WWW 
publishing package. The HTML 
design facilities are very extensive 
and offer everything a budding 
WWW page designer could need. 
Full HTML import and export 
facilities are present. 


But there are some out there, that 
even this sort of obvious power and 
versatility may not be enough to 
ease their scepticism. One weapon 
in Papyrus’ armoury that will surely 
impress even the most hardened 
Critic is that Papyrus 6 now 
supports the true MS-Word 2, 6, 7 
and 8 document (*.DOC) formats. 
Their claims are true, | download 
the demo of Papyrus 6.16a and 
took some of my MS-Word 2 and 6 
documents imported them into 


Papyrus without difficulty. So here 
we are, the age of compatibility. 
The next time someone tells you 
that the Atari is not compatible, you 
can tell them that they had better 
get their facts straight before 
making such ill-informed 
statements. Read on further in this 
issue of Mouse Movements for 
more details on this ground 
breaking release. 


Remember last month, there was a 
brief discussion of Texel 2.1. 
According to the programs German 
developer, Thomas Much, version 
2.10 of Texel is not being released 
in English by System Solutions, 
they are apparently sticking with 
version 2.0. Fortunately, the 
differences between these two 
versions are negligible and anyone 
buying Texel or upgrading from 
version 1.60 will be getting an 
excellent package that they will be 
very impressed with. It does for 
TOS compatible spreadsheets what 
Papyrus does for document 
processors. Texel 2.0 introduces 
full industry standard file 
compatibility by allowing MS-Excel 
2, 3, 4 files to be imported and 
exported. Thomas Much has 
already informed me that the next 
version of Texel released after 2.1 
will also have MS-Excel 5 document 
import and export facilities. 


The ultimate TOS compatible hard 
disk management package, HD 
Driver, is now at version 7.54 with 
many new features that will no 
doubt impress most hard disk 
owners. For the first time HD Driver 
is capable of formatting IDE hard 
drives using the emulation under 
the Generic SCSI Controller. It now 
supports the two IDE ports found 
on the Milan, that is four IDE 
devices. ATAPI drives are now 
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supported by emulation of the most 
important SCSI commands. HD 
Driver now supports 32 characters 
ZIP/JAZ passwords. 


Finally, | am disappointed to say 
that MACE, the Melbourne Atari 
user group is no more. The 
committee of the club had 

pushed through the ridiculous 
motion, that MACE be dissolved 
into the Melbourne PC User's 
Group and form a special 

interest group of that club. This 
might sound alright in theory, 

but this short sighted strategy 

has basically removed MACE's 
autonomy and stolen their 

assets. That's right the club no 
jonger has any funds or assets 
and going to be entirely 
dependent on the funding that 
Melbourne PC decides to hand 
out to them. The Atari SIG will 

be powerless and unable to 

lobby for funds from the group, 

for two simple reasons. Firstly, to 
my knowledge the Melbourne PC 
committee will have no Atari SIG 
representation, which will mean 
they will have no top end lobbying 
power to encourage expenditure on 
its comparatively minute Atari user 
base (my experience with your 
average PC propeller head is that 
what they are not fully familiar with, 
they are unwilling to accept or take 
the time out to learn about, which 
will no doubt make it almost 
impossible for any request to be 
authorised) and secondly the Atari 
SIG will have no funding provided 
to produce a newsletter relating to 
their activities, the standard 
Melbourne PC publication will be all 
they are entitled to, which is 
guaranteed not to have any Atari 
content, as what is the point in 
publishing material that will be read 
by fewer than forty people, when 
Melbourne PC apparently has 


several thousand members. 


Several MACE members violently 
opposed this proposal and 
unfortunately lost, due to the hip 
pocket taking precedence over 
services amongst the powers that 
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sources, the MACE committee were 
not true Atari enthusiasts as we 
have in TACC. Meaning that most 
of the MACE committee already 
had PC computers and sources 
suggest that it was an exercise to 
reduce the computer club 
membership fees that these people 
would have to pay for their 
computing interests. It seems like a 
plausible scenario and if indeed it 
was the motivation for the merger 
(and there is very few other 
legitimate reasons that appear to 
exist), then it was a tragedy to 
destroy what was once the 
strongest Atari club in Australia on 
such feeble grounds. MACE have 
been quoted as saying “that it is not 
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A brief word 
from the Ed. 


Hello once again, not much has 
happened for me this month. My 
CD-ROM is down at the moment, it 
all started when | loaded the startup 
pictures for Infopedia and my 
computer didn't have enough 
memory to load it. So | ended up 
locking myself out of the program. | 
took the whole kit and kaboodle 
down to Anthony, who also 
installed HD Driver 7.54 and by the 
end of the night we still couldn't get 
the software for the CD-ROM to 
work so Anthony is going to find 
out how to do it and hopefully will 
get it fixed up again soon. 


Papyrus 6 is here and those that want to 
exchange documents with MS Word can now 
breath easy as it will import and Export Word 
2,6,7 and 8 documents. 


Anthony is also in the process of 
soldering up my mouse sockets as 
the mouse cursor is doing its own 
thing at times. and | have to wiggle 
the socket around to get it to work 
again. So | am going through a bit 
of a tough trot at the moment. 


He also gave me a copy of the 
Papyrus 6 demo and although | 
haven't had much of a chance to 
play around with it at them moment 
and it is in German it looks like a 
big improvement on Papyrus 4, 
which is what | am currently using 
at the moment. ! looks much the 
same visually as Papyrus 5, but 
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apparently has a lot more features. | 
am hoping that they will eventually 
release an English version with a 
decent manual, but knowing HiSoft 
this could take ages, so Anthony is 
considering getting the German 
version and rewriting all the 
resource files and maybe even the 
manual, but the manual would be a 
pretty big job, so | don't envy his 
task there. Since Papyrus is the 
main program I use, | would like to 
get an update to it as since Papyrus 
5 the program has loaded much 
faster and taken much less 
memory, apart from having many 
more new features. 


One thing about Papyrus 6 is that it 
has the ability to import and export 
MS-Word documents, which is what 
quite a few of us have been waiting 
for. Papyrus has done a lot for the 
Atari platform, we didn't really have 
a decent full blown document 
processor until its appearance. All 
we had was Atari Works, which dies 
in the pants compared with 
Papyrus and only compares 
favourably to Works for Windows, 
but would compare with a lot of the 
heavy weights on the PC or Mac 
platforms. So to do anything 
sophisticated you had to resort to 
the difficulty of Calamus or 
Calamus SL and everyone knows, 
just how difficult the interfaces on 
these packages are. In fact, with 
Papyrus, Texel, MagiC, NVDI, HD 
Driver and the advent of other 
programs of this calibre, our 
platform is looking pretty shiny at 
the moment. There are some really 
good programs out for TOS 
compatible computers, even one as 
humble as mine. It really is 
unbelievable just far | have been 
able to push this computer and if | 
wanted to spend the money | could 
probably take it a lot further, but for 


the moment that would be hard to 
justify. | am very interested in what 
Paul Bartlett has done, by 
purchasing MagiC Mac to run ona 
cheap Mac LC 3, which by having a 
MC680LC40 processor at 
25/50MHz , means he now has 
something not a long way behind a 
Milan (which has an MC68RC040 at 
33/66MHz also containing an 
internal FPU), and certainly faster 
than the Falcon. 

That's my piece for this month so 
see you at the meeting. 


Kelvin Fyfe 
Editor 


Fujination can help you.. 


..Become a MagiCian! 


If you do or wanting use the Internet on 
your Atari, get more efficient utilisation 
of your on-line dollar by investing in 
MagiC 5, NVDI5 and HD Driver 7.5. 


MagiC 5 offers unsurpassed 
multitasking on TOS computers. Makes 
switch between Internet applications 
fast and simple. This can save you 
about 25% of your on-line that is often 
wasted trying to manage your files and 
system when unable to switch between 
tasks. Without a multitasking OS like 
MagiC you cannot even use a number 
of the modules that come with CAB 2.5. 
Only two copies at the special price 
of $125 remain, new stocks cost up to 
$160 (due to the devaluation of the 
Australian dollar), so do not delay! 


NVDI 5 gives a tenfold speed increase 
in screen display updates, as well as 
beautiful black and white, greyscale 
and colour printer output with scalable 
True Type, Bitstream Speedo and 
GDOS fonts. A new feature in NVDI 5 is 
that you can, with MagiC 5, now print 


documents in the background without 
blocking other tasks, so you can 
continue working while the data is sent 
to the printer. Many new printer drivers 
for the most recent HP, Brother, Epson 
and Canon printers are now supplied 
with NVDI5. 


HD Driver 7.5 gives the hard drive 
owner a high octane solution for data 
access. The transfer rates between 
hard drive and computer are highly 
optimised and makes your system 
more responsive. The package 
includes SCSI and IDE drive formatting, 
zeroing, protection and partitioning 
facilities, and additionally powerful 
configuration tools. The package even 
includes a generic driver for SCSI/IDE 
devices to control CD-ROM's, scanners 
and other non-hard drive devices. This 
can save you having to buy additional 
drivers for many devices, especially 
CD-ROM's. The package has full 
support for Syquest, ZIP, JAZ, Phase 
Writer, MO and the new LS120 drives. 
HD Driver can even allow STe, TT and 
Falcon computers running MagiC to 
have background disk operations. 
That's right, no longer do you need to 
have a cuppa while files are formatting 
or copying to a floppy disk. Just keep 
on working and it will do the disk 
activity in the background. Only three 
copies at the price of $75 remain, 
prices are likely to be about $85 when 
new stocks arrive! Again do not delay. 


CAB 2.5 is the leading WWW browser 
for the TOS compatible platform and 
boasts all the features of the leading PC 
and Mac browsers. In addition, CAB 2.5 
has many features not found in these 
browsers. CAB runs fast even on a 
basic ST, especially when NVDI and 
MagiC are installed. Only three copies 
at the price of $75 remain, prices are 
likely to be about $85 when new stocks 
arrive! So to save yourself some money 
do not delay. 


Note: NVDI 5 has not yet been released in 
English. NVDI 4 can be ordered in if you 
need immediate access to the excellent 
GDOS and fast screen display facilities. 
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Feature: 


CAD and Artistic 
Design Packages 


The TOS platform has a vast range 
of software for virtually any 
requirement you could care to 
name. Right now we are going to 
have a look at one area of TOS 
compatible software that most 
people have passing interest in, but 
seldom invest any effort in 
pursuing. 


The area is that of artistic design 
packages. This includes paint 
programs, animation and object 
modelling suites, video capture and 
scanning packages, image 
processing and Computer Aided 
Design programs to name the most 
significant areas. The TOS platform 
has packages in all of the areas 
and most of them are very good 
too. So let us have a bit of a look at 
the sort of packages we are talking 
about. 


The most basic application in the 
artistic domain that most users will 
have been exposed to is the 
art/paint package. The purpose of 
this type of application is to create 
and edit images that were either 
originally hand drawn or scanned in 
from a picture. Our platform has a 
vast range of these packages to 
suit all types of TOS compatible 
computers configuration and of 
course available at a number of 
price points. 


True Paint is a solid package for all 
basic requirements and operates in 
any video resolution on any system 
with a 68000 through to 68040 
processor. It does not quite 
function properly in machines with 


a 68060 processor, but owners of 
such a top end system, would 
probably want software that is 
similarly high end. Whether you use 
an STFM with a mono monitor ora 
Hades 040 with 16 million colour 
graphics, you can work on any 
image in over a dozen picture 
formats. Also on the upside is that it 
is inexpensive at, only about A$40 
and includes a massive manual 
explaining all the program's 
features in great detail. The only 
real negative aspect to this 
package is that it has a relatively 
date user interface and does not 
support all the latest image formats, 
PNG being the main omission. 
Given the age of the package (at 
about 5 years), this can hardly be 
expected though. 


futoren: Stefan Becker 
Dirk Sabinalsky 
Christian Witt 


Papillon 3.0 is one of the new generation of 
powerful and affordable paint packages for all 
TOS computers, new and old. This one needs 
NVDI5 and WDIALOG 2, but guarantees no fuss 
images that look great! 


Papillon 3.0 is a new release from 
Application Systems Heidelberg 
and features a cracking array of 
powerful functions for the power 
user and the novice alike, all at the 
affordable price of about A$90. 
However, to use the package you 
must have NVDI 5 installed to be 
used, as NVDI introduces some 
new improved screen drawing 
facilities to give better performance. 
The package works in all video 
modes, including true colour 
modes and offers many powerful 
and flexible block operations. This 


is definitely a useful package for 
those with demanding DTP and 
Web publishing needs. 


Art Worx is another excellent 
package published by ASH. This 
one is also able to run on virtually 
any system configuration (taking 
full advantage of all the available 
system facilities), but is a powerful 
vector drawing program, that is 
able to be used by programs such 
as Texel to produce high quality 
charts. Texel uses Art Worx as a 
charting module, these may then 
be incorporated into Texel 
documents or exported into your 
favourite document processor. An 
excellent package at a reasonable 
price of A$140. 


DA's Picture is probably the premier 
bitmap drawing program for the 
TOS platform, but of course the 
premier package usually carries a 
premium price tag and this certainly 
the case with DA's Picture. Capable 
of virtually any operation on bitmap 
images that you could imagine. But 
with a price tag of over A$200, it is 
certainly aimed at graphic art 
professionals. 


DA's Vector is the vector graphic 
equivalent of DA's Picture. This 
package works on vector graphics, 
which are graphics that are defined 
mathematically rather than a map of 
coloured pixels in a specific order 
to produce the desired picture. This 
has the desirable property that the 
image may be rescaled with no 
discernable loss of quality. DA's 
Vector, like its DA's stable mate is 
among the most technically 
accomplished packages and 
naturally comes with a price to 
match. lf you need to perform 
amazing things with vector 
graphics, get your hands on DA's 
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Vector, but remember to save your 
pennies as the package is in the 
vicinity of A$250. 


Pixart 4 is the latest offering from 
Homa Systems House. It is actually 
a German package, but the English 
version is marketed by the 
aforementioned publisher, At about 
A$100 it is a middle of the road 
solution, that supports all the 
hardware capabilities of the 
considerable range of TOS 
compatible computers. A full 
evaluation of this package has, to 
date, not been possible, but more 
information on this package will be 
provided as it comes to light. 


Apex 3 is a package that while not 
yet being available, is almost 
certain to have all the hallmarks of 
its famous ancestor, Apex Media. 
What Apex Media achieved for 
Falcon computer animation, Apex 3 
is likely to achieve for graphic 
design work. Little is actually know 
about the details of this package, 
but hopefully we shall see the fruits 
of Douglas Little's labour in the very 
near future. 


Crackart is the premier choice of 
graphic design package for Atari ST 
users, that is packed with more 
features than any other ST graphics 
program. Believe it or not it is 
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Smurf 1.03 is one of the most exciting new 
developments in the world of TOS image processing 
packages, the tunnel effect is very impressive, right? 
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shareware! It supports a wide 
variety of picture formats and many 
functions not found in any other 
Atari ST paint program. Complex 
texture mapping, skewing and 
warping is all possible in this great 
program, as is a considerable 
range of digital effects that is 
normally in the domain of image 
processing packages. A great 
program, at a great price! 


Once you have created and edited 
your visual masterpiece, you may 
wish to perform specialised 
operations or apply effects to 
images. Image processing is the 
avenue to achieve these results and 
the TOS platform has a vast range 
of powerful packages. Here | will 
briefly cover a number of these, but 
the list is by no means exhaustive, 
for various configuration systems. 


True Image is HiSoft Systems' 
package to complement their True 
Image paint package. Like True 
Paint, it is very affordable costing 
about A$40. The package comes 
with two versions, one for machines 
with 68000 processors and another 
for the 68030 processor and 
newer.Both versions are 
functionally identical, but the 68030 
version will perform slightly better 
on machines equipped with such a 
processor. Despite the program's 
very low price point, it 
possesses a vast array of 
facilities in the areas of mask, 
block and special effect 
image processing. Images 
can have filtering and other 
operations applied to 
rectangular, circular and 
irregular shaped blocks. The 
special effects, such as 
| mosaic and emboss are very 
impressive and the smearing 
tools make it relatively easy to 


doctor images so that people will 
have a hard time picking that they 
are fake. The package works on 
any machine with at least 2Mb RAM 
and wil! work with both mono and 
colour video modes in any pixel 
resolution. All images are handled 
in 24 bits internally, so that even if 
you are working with a mono 
system, the image processing 
operations performed will be on the 
true colour version of the picture 
stored in memory. This means you 
can load the image into a system 
with 16.7 million colours and it will 
still appear in a photographic form 
and not be reduced to 
monochrome. A strong performer 
at an excellent price. 


Smurf is the newest image 
processing package for all TOS 
compatible computers and is 
developed by a German 
programming duo known as 
Therapy. The package supports all 
hardware configurations from the 
ST to the Hades 060. It is package 
with powerful features, considerably 
more than the cheaper True Image, 
but still only costs about A$70. The 
effects range from the functional to 
the plain amazing, for instance you 
can make an image appear that it is 
being sucked down a sink plug 
hole. Way cool! This package is 
being continually updated and 
supports the OLGA, GEMscript and 
other protocols, to give it the 
slickest interface and smooth cross 
application integration of all the 
current image processing 
packages. The program has added 
advantages over most of the other 
lower cost packages, because it 
supports new image formats, such 
as the increasingly popular 
Portable Network Graphics (PNG) 
format. This format is now 
supported by Papyrus 6 anda 
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number of other power 
applications, so it is welcome to be 
able to easily prepare images in the 
format on TOS computers without 
requiring editing on other platforms. 


Photoline 2.3 is one of the leading 
image processing packages for the 
TOS compatible computer platform. 
The package has an absolutely 
massive range of features that will 
in many cases have your jaw 
dropping. The program supports a 
vast range of import fromats, 
including TIF, Photo CD, GIF, 
JPEG, BMP, PCX, ESM, IFF, TGA, 
GEM-Metafile, CVG, and can export 
in TIF, IMG, JPEG, GEM-Metafile 
and CVG. For those of you that 
know your image formats, that's 
right, this program can import and 
manipulate both bitmap and vector 
graphic files, very few package are 
designed to do this. For those that 
are not already aware, bitmap 
images are your standard picture 
that gets jagged edges when you 
zoom in on a section of the picture 
and vector images are ones that 
are defined as a series of 
mathematical equations, that can 
be rescaled without losing detail. 


Photoline runs in all colour 
depths, providing they have a 
resolution of at least 640*400 
and preferably 2Mb RAM. The 
package has full support for 
NVDI to provide colour printing 
on almost all printers, even mono 
printers using 4 colour 
separations and different 
coloured inks. The program 
supports HPGL output of 
vectorgraphics. For those with a 
suitable scanner and appropriate 
software, Photoline can have 
images scanned directly into it 
using the GDPS interface. Full 
UNDO features are provided. 


ei_Fenster Ogtionen 


Multiple functions with user 
definable paintbrush, finger 
and water brush effects. 
User definable workspace 
size, user definable brushes, 
256 colour masks, an 
automask function (magic 
wand), stamp function, 
colour selector, scaling 
functions, regular and 
irregular block functions, fill 
functions and GDOS and Calamus 
vector font text facilities. 


Other image processing facilities 
include colour gradient curves and 
histograms to improve the image 
quality, picture conversion between 
colour, grey, black and white, 
vector images and back. The 
package has numerous filters, 
including the excellent USM-Filter. 
Colour replacement, picture 
rotation, image scaling to improve 
quality, colour reduction, monitor 
calibration, user friendly paintbrush 
and colour selection, 3D picture 
interface, four colour separation, 
special effects including whirlpool, 


2720192 bytes 
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Imagecopy 4.1 is one of the leading image conversion, 
display and printing packages for any computer 
platform. To date there is nothing quite like it anywhere 
else. Basically, if you have something you need to do 

with images, you can use Imagecopy to do it. 


mosaic and blur. There are 
extensive Drag and Drop facilities 
for colours, curves, brushes, lassos 


and pictures. The program boasts a 


user friendly toolbox and 3D 
interface. CYMK pictures can be 
loaded, edited and saved and the 
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Graf-Tool is one of the new range of freeware/shareware 
packages available for your experimentation. [t supports 
new graphic formats and boasts some great effects. 


program is fully multitasking 
compatible. The program operates 
at high speeds and is compatible 
with all Atari hardware. Being a 
highend package, be prepared to 
hand over more than A$250 for the 
full package, but it is worth it for 
users with high demands. 


On the other end of the scale we 
have the freeware package 
Photolab. It is very capable in its 
own right, but unlike most image 
processing software is designed 
exclusively for monochrome 
systems, however it will operate 
using colour images, which are 
then reduced to mono. Being 
tailored for monochrome video 
modes, the package specialises 
in producing high quality 
monochrome representations of 
images and can apply varying 
effects. If this is your 
requirement, then get on the 
Internet and download the 
package from your favourite 
FTP/WWW site. 


Digital Lab is a new shareware 

package from France, that 

supports 32 bit image 
processing. The package employ's 
Parx's M&E system and supports 
many excellent image processing 
facilities. An unregistered version of 
the package is available on the 
Internet for download and requires 
you download the M&E system too. 
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Get it and check it out, especially if 
you own a Falcon, TT or TOS 
compatible computer. 


Imagecopy 4.1 is the premier 
image viewer, convertor layout and 
printing package. It has probably 
the largest range of supported file 
formats. Basically if you can spell 
the extension, it will support it! The 
program supports brilliant quality 
dithering in 16 and 256 colour 
video modes and works with a 
good turn of speed on all systems. 
The package works on any 1Mb 
machine in any video mode and 
supports a very large range of 
printer drivers. The program has an 
excellent slideshow and 
cataloguing facilities and also has 
screen capture functions for 
capturing all or part of the current 
screen area. Additionally, there are 
a large number of image 
processing facilities including 
zoom/scaling, colour, brightness, 
saturation and dithering 
capabilities, as well as a few special 
effects like stretch, rotate and 
inversion functions. A fantastic 
program for anyone that uses 
images in word processing, 
publishing or other application 
documents and represents good 
value for money at about A$75. 


Graf-Tool is a new freeware image 
processing package bulging with 
some features not even found in the 
big gun commercial packages. On 
the otherhand this package lacks a 
few features that one would expect 
to find even in quite basic 
applications. As a result Graf-Tool 
should be used to complement 
another more traditional package. it 
does have a few nice fews, such as 
import/export of the PNG format 
and a random plasma screen 
generator. If you would like to get 


your hands on something a little bit 
special, that supports all TOS 
compatible computers and 
hardware, at no cost, then get your 
hands on it and give it a whirl. 


Now static pictures are all well and 
good, however sometimes people 
want to create moving pictures, 
that's right animations! The majority 
of TOS compatible animation 
software currently available on the 
commercial market is aimed at 
users of Falcon, TT and high end 
TOS compatible computers, such 
as the Milan and Hades. However, 
there are many formerly 
commercial packages and 
free/shareware packages that you 
should be able to get your hands 
on relatively easily. Ani-ST is one of 
the classic animation packages for 
the Atari ST and STe computers, 
that you can download from the 
BBS and Internet (via FTP). It 
features powerful tweening 
techniques to create intermediate 
frames in an animation, thus 
making the creation of impressive 
animations child's play. 


Another ST package is the program 
that evolved from Ani-ST. It is called 
Cyberpaint and is one of the best 
animation packages for Atari ST 
computers. It features the same 
powerful tweening facilities, but has 
many more powerful drawing and 
editing tools for creating excellent 
displays that can be played using 
the excellent M-Player animation 
player or a number of other public 
domain utilities. 


Deluxe Paint ST is probably the 
best animation program for the 
Atari ST and at one stage cost well 
over A$100. This is no longer the 
case, and if you can find a retailer 
that has any old copies of this 


package, try to get your hands on it 
at what will probably be quite a 
significant saving. The package is 
as good today as it ever was and 
features more powerful drawing 
than any other ST package. The 
animation capabilities of the 
package are unsurpassed on the 
ST, as it is capable of animating 
with objects being manipulated to 
move in horizontal and vertical 
planes, as well as scaled into the 
screen. 


The benchmark for animation on 
the Falcon is defined by the brilliant 
Apex Media from Black Scorpion 
Software. It is simply one of the 
best true colour animation suites 
available for any platform. It 
features incredible morphing and 
mask facilities for manipulating 
images in some of the craziest 
ways imaginable. The package also 
has built in support for the Matrix 
Screeneye and Titan Designs 
Exposé video capture cards, 
allowing the user to record live 
video and manipulate the captured 
video with a few swift mouse clicks. 
The morphing features are one of 
the most impressive components of 
the package, that allow the user to 
transform one object into another, it 
has to be seen to be believed! As 
stated before the animation facilities 
of the package are unsurpassed, 
however the painting and editing 
tools are quite basic, which is quite 
disappointing. If you have a to end 
image retouching/editing package 
then Apex Media will complement 
your existing software superbly, for 
those without good editing software 
you will also have to get some, so 
remember to budget for it. Apex 
Media is about A$150. 


InShape is another animation 
package for Atari computers with at 
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least 2Mb RAM. Best used on the 
Falcon, TT or new generation TOS 
compatible computers, it allows the 
user to model virtual worlds and 
produce stunning still or animated 
scenarios. Scanned or painted 
images can be mapped onto these 
virtual objects to give the 
impressive scenes even more 
realism. Creation of the 
scenes is quick and easy, So Zeon 
if you need a excellent object le 
modelling package that ipeléte 
functions in any resolution 
greater than 640*400 then 
give this package a try, but i 
have a spare A$250 because 
it is a high end option. Wgon 


NeoN Grafix is arguably the 
best object modelling and | 
raytracing package for the 

TOS computers and exists in 
several versions. The original 
Falcon version rocked the Atari 
computing world in 1995, while the 
products relaunch in 1998 for the 
Falcon, TT, Hades and Milan will 
make it even more powerful at an 
even better price of only around 
A$140. The package requires a 
FPU (otherwise known as a Maths 
Co-processor) to operate and 
because of this the package runs 
incredibly quick compared with 
many other packages. The program 
can produce amazing results with 
texture mapping, powerful light 
sourcing and incredible glass and 
reflection effects. The package 
wowed the German Atari press 
earlier this year at the Neuss Atari 
Messe and further developments 
will be reported with keen interest. 


Now to get photographic images 
into your computer you need either 
video capture software, such as 
Apex Media discussed earlier or 
static picture scanning software like 


Scan X. Scan X works with the 
entire Microtek Scanner range 
(some ten models) and the Umax 
Vista range of scanners. The 
software has excellent colour and 
black and white scanning options 
at a wide range of colour depths 
and resolution sizes. A major new 
feature in the latest version of the 


#\ File Macro Grid Pins Width Extras Layer futorouter 
ad solders ee 2 ROT 2 


er 


Scooter PCB is not the sort of package everyone is going to 
want to use, but if you are in the electronic design game, 
then a package like this could greatly improve the 
productivity of your endeavours. 


package include the ability to 
export colour images in the TIFF 
format, in addition to the TGA 
format. This package has been 
covered in depth in a previous 
issue of Mouse Movements, so if 
you want to know more dig out 
your back issues. 


Finally, we will look at an area of 
Atari graphic software that is often 
overlooked, that is the realm of 
Computer Aided Design packages 
or CAD. CAD programs can be 
used as vector drawing programs 
or to produce designs for 
architects, engineers, draftsmen, 
designers and other creators. If you 
design things, you should think 
about using CAD software. 


In my area of specialisation, 
Electronic and Computer 
Engineering, | need to be able to 
create designs for electronic 
circuits, which can then be 


fabricated to produce working 
prototypes. Scooter PCB is a 
German design package for easily 
producing such designs, so that 
after choosing the components and 
designing the circuit parameters, | 
can take components from the 
provided library and lay them out 
and connect them to produce the 
finished work. If | feel lazy or do 
not care too much about the 
form of the layout, | can even 
instruct the program to 
autotrace the circuit, that is it 
will perform the tedious task of 
positioning and connecting the 
components for me. Now that is 
what computers should do for 
us! The program has a 
significant range of printer 
drivers and produces high 
quality and highly customisable 
printed output. The package is 
commercial and costs about 
A$150. It runs on any system, with 
a special version available for 
colour systems from the Falcon/TT 
and up. It is fast, powerful and easy 
to use. If you are in the electronic 
design industry give Scooter PCB a 


try. 


Platon 1.1 is another printed circuit 
board design package, but much 
more basic than Scooter PCB. It is 
only A$45, which is considerably 
cheaper than Scooter, but the 
reduced price is a good 
representation of the significantly 
more limited features in the 
package. The package supports 
SpeedoGDOS and does produce 
good quality output and supports a 
library of components, but can only 
produce two layered PCB boards 
and does not support overlays and 
other things often required for 
commercial PCB board production. 
Quite a usable package, but strictly 
recommend for the novice or part 
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time enthusiast. 


Circuit Logic Analyser is another 
electrical/electronic design 
package for producing schematic 
circuit designs. Unlike Scooter PCB 
it does not actually produce the 
circuit boards for the manufacturing 
process. This program allows you 
to construct and simulate the 
performance of the generally digital 
circuit without you needing to 
actually build the physical circuit. 
The program is shareware and is 
available from any FTP site. 


DynaCADD is one of the oldest and 
most powerful CAD programs for 
the TOS computer platform. There 
are two versions, one for Atari ST 
computers and a second for 
machines with a 68030 processor 
and newer. Functionally both 
versions are almost the same. It is 
an incredibly power package, but 
does have a number of 
shortcomings. The major failings of 
the program are that the GEM 
interface is very dated, and 
consequently some operations are 
quite long winded to perform. 
There is no support for features that 
are common modern GEM 
programs, such as GEM clipboard 
support, iconification, 
SpeedoGDOS fonts and printer 
drivers (although bitmap GDOS 
fonts are supported directly) are the 


Can File Navioate 


major examples of its deficiencies. 
Despite the absence of these 
features the program offers a very 
powerful way into 2D and 3D CAD 
and at the current price of about 
A$150 it represents good value for 
money. If you are involved in any 
design work of metal or wood 
product for decorative of functional 
purposes, then give DynaCADD a 
whirl. 


ST-CAD is a brand new low cost, 
high featured 2D CAD program. lt 
supports a modern GEM interface 
to make using the package a 
breeze and there is comprehensive 
support for SpeedoGDOS$ and all 
the other features one expects from 
new GEM applications. The 
package works on all TOS 
compatible computers and has a 
large number of features to aid the 


Vol program inte 


MyMail 0.66 is no available and removes many 
niggling bugs from the previous release. The 
package is probably the most comprehensive 
e-mail for the TOS platform now, but bugs stil! 
plague certain aspects of the program. 


drawing process. If you need an 


affordable (about A$50) 
CAD program that offers 
you a good range of 


features then check out 


this new offering. 


Technobox Drafter is a 


German offering in the 


gh LS Cin Pacey: eI Sine fe 


CAD domain and offers 


Olivier Booklage's Fast CAB.OVL 3.4 is highly optimised and 
easily configurable. It is probably your best choice for an 


OVL if you only need basic features of browsing. 


your 2D drawing 
requirements. Little more 


good range of features for 


is Known about this program, but it 
is apparently very powerful. If you 
are interested in finding out more 
about this one then contact me. 


Anthony Green 


NEWSFLASH! 


ATARI 800 0.9.7 is one of the best 
Atari 8-bit computer emulators 
and is for all Falcon 030/040, TT 
030, Hades 040/060, Milan 040 
and MagiC Mac systems The fact 
that this is the first real fully featured 
emulator that runs properly on the 
68040 and 68060 processors gives 
TOS computer owners a glimpse of 
just how powerful the TOS clones 
compared with other platforms. For 
example the PC port of this 
package when run on a 233MHz 
Peniium is still apparently 
somewhat slower than the real 
thing (according to a PC owner that 
uses the package). The same port 
when compiled on the Hades 060 is 
actually running at full speed. Nice 
to know that us TOS owners have 
more to look forward to than your 
average Windows user. The 
program run on the stock Falcon is 
slow though, a Falcon with AB040 
is much better and just about runs 
at full speed. 


Atari 800 0.9.7 really 
» rocks! Play all those 
old 8-bit Atari games 
_ that are found on the 
- ‘net. Top left: Agent 
USA. Top Right: 
_ Archon. Left: M.U.L.E. 
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On-line Action 


There have been no major new 
Internet client or server releases 
this month, but there are, as 
always, plenty of updates to the 
existing range of packages. So let 
us now get the lowdown on these 
new developments. 


CAB.OVL 1.3007 by Dan Ackerman 
Fixed a vestigal bug associate with 
Yahoo. Fixed problem with horrible 
crashing on some sites with 
outrageously 
long location fields. Should now 
work under N.AES. Many changes 
for mail.yahoo.com, if you sign up 
you will eventually get a page that 
is blank, when this happens go 
back to mail.yahoo.com and it will 
know who you are. 
Fixes at least one file problem that 
was causing problems with 
redirection. Made some 
modifications, so hopefully users 
who were stuck at 1.2704 will be 
able to use this version. One bug 
relating to cookies fixed. Hopefully 
Last Modified date will be 
compatible with a few more 
servers. A few optimisations and 
fixes in redirection. Unfortunately 
it's not completely done yet. Mail 
should be working again for those 
who it stopped working. Reports 
are that authorization is working 


#* Error loading configuration file D:\WW\IRC\ATARIRC IHF #* 
Server | KoNick | 6667 | 


Logon Logoff Join Part DecGet Window Mode Away Back Who Paste Setup Quit AN 


Eee 


AtarIRC 0.93 is now easily the best GEM based IRC client for 
the Atari, irrespective of the TCP/IP stack used. If you are 


Into IRC and do not already use it, give it a go. 


fine now. 


Olivier Booklage's Experimental 
Fast CAB.OVL version 3.4 has 
received many updates since last 
month and here are just a few of 
the improvements. Dialog boxes in 
windows by Jacques Delavoix, 
meaning that users of multitasking 
systems no longer have the display 
blocked when the OVL displays an 
error dialog. The OVL tries to be 
RFC2109 compliant about cookies, 
but some servers are not. Fixed a 
crash that manifested in debug 
mode for large cookie values. 


In case of HTTP error, you can 
really retry. This formally didn't 
actually perform a genuine retry, 
now it does. The system bell rings if 
active when a dialog box is 
displayed by the OVL. Fixed a CAB 
crash for HTTP unkown error 
numbers. 


MyMail 0.66 is now available from 
Erik Hall's Homepage. This 
package is now looking really good 
and appears to be very stable in 
this latest incarnation. So what's 
change since version 0.63? 
Problems with the new window 
handler was causing bombs, these 
problems are now fixed. Some 
problems with cursor in the editor 
window have been fixed. 
Difficulties finding web 
page name when adding 
to CAB hotlist have been 
partially fixed. A encoding 
fault in the uuencoding is 
now corrected. A new 
entry in menu for editing 
of personal address card 
has been added. There 
has been a new window 
for editing of personal 
address card added. The 


ANE 


POPwatch 2.70 is now available and has been 
slightly improved, making what is already a 
great program, better. Say no more! 


contents of this window is saved 
upon closing the window. If the 
button “Always send this include in 
new mail” is selected the address 
card is sent in all mail. Incoming 
attachments with the name 
veard.vcd is never shown in editor, 
it is added to the database named 
veard.txt. If there are no hits after 
searching the alias database while 
typing a name, instead of 
displaying an email address MyMail 
continues to search in the 
addresscard database (vcard.txt) 
while typing continues. 

MyMAIL now recognizes if a 
popserver is locked. Many small 
bugfixes. 


Mail recieve details were not 
working properly, this fault has 
been rectified. A complete new 
window handler is implemented in 
the code to eliminate future 
problems and to handle animations 
better. The result is it gives smaller 
and faster code. Faster code for 
opening of a message. 


It is now possible to erase all files in 
the ATTACH folder upon program 
termination. All the oldest files in 
attach folder of a user defined size 
limit can be automatically erased. 
The length of the edit fields in the 
User Settings has been increased. 
A popup menu in Details For 
Incoming Mail has been added. In 
this popup menu there is one entry 
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for deleting mail from server, this 
will delete the mail from server and 
it can NOT be undone. A problem 
with interrupted transmission of 
mail with mailing list caused by a 
bad mail address has been fixed, 
so that the failed addresses are 
now saved in a file (failed.txt) and 
the program continues the transmit. 
Version check was failing because 
of a change in Tripnets web server. 
This is now fixed. 


System hangs upon redraw of 
Editing Windows has been fixed. 
Double redraw of the Alias Editing 
Window is now removed. Help 
window is no longer topping the 
wrong window when closed. 
Additionally there has also been 
many small bugfixes. 


AtarlRC 0.93 is now available for 
download from Lonny Purcell's 
homepage. The following changes 
are to be found in this new version. 
A new 'mode' button has been 
added to the button bar (mode 
popup). Make a single click for user 
modes and a double click for 
channel modes. The 'window' 
popup is now dynamically sized 
vertically recoded the identd server, 
it's now more compact than it was. 
The '/cab' command has been 
replaced with more generic ‘/url'’. A 
URL logging feature to the ‘capture’ 
setup window has been added, 
this will log anything you double 
click in the main window. This 
feature can be enabled or disabled, 
and the status is saved. The 
command '/debug misc’ has been 
removed, debug’ now displays the 
current debug level. 


Commands /enable and /disable to 
set or remove +v status have been 
added. /enable and /disable have 
been added to the nick bar popup 


(double 
click). 
Removed 
shift-clr 
(was used 
to clear 
the 
window 
scrolling 
area). All 
text effect codes are now removed 
from the session log. This may 
make things a bit slower to log, but 
the log will be printable now.'/part 
#channel message’ is now 
supported. Sign-off messages are 
now displayed if someone does 
‘/part #chan message’. The large 
server list in the ST-Guide HYP has 
been updated with more servers. 


aFTP 1.4 beta 3 is now 
available and adds OLGA 
support among other things. 


The following bug fixes are 
included. The routine to compute 
free TT-RAM had a minor bug in it 
(ie. it reported negative TT-RAM). 
The channel mode popup 
sometimes refused to turn on 
certain options. A DCC download 
aborted with a bad path didn't 
actually close the session. ‘Data file 
path:' now defaults to OFF, so the 
default directory is used instead. 
Yet another text effect code 
removed from the topic (window 
info line). Sometimes the nick bar 
was not updated if someone did a 
“/part”. The program longer starts 
up with debug mode 'on' when the 
config is missing. Possibly fixed the 
corrupted window display in 
Geneva and MagiC. 


POPwatch 2.70 is currently being 
beta tested and should be available 
soon after you read this. The 
programmed has been updated in 
many areas as outlined below. 


You can now specify a default 
delivery name in the ALIAS file. This 


name will be used (NOS format 
only) if a match cannot be found in 
the ALIAS file. It must be the very 
first line in the ALIAS file and of the 
format: * name eg. * gary, will 
default all emails to unknown users 
to gary.ixt. Improved method for 
calculating MAIL????.TXT filename 
when retrieving in NEWSie format, 
should result in big speed increase. 
A change has been made to the 
bitmap method used to calculate 
the next NEWSie MAIL????.TXT 
number. The program will now 
double check that the file doesn't 
already exist before using it. 


Possible problems with accessing 
files under non TOS filesystems 
caused by lower case usage have 
hopefully been fixed. Will now 
attempt to do a EHLO instead of a 
HELO command to determine if 
the SMTP server understands 
SMTP service extensions (for more 
information see RFC1869). If EHLO 
fails then a normal HELO command 
is used instead. Supports now 
exists for the SIZE SMTP service 
extension (for more information 
refer to RFC1870). All POPwatch's 
own files are now defined/accessed 
using lower case. 


In addition to the POPwatch beta 
discussed above, Gary Priest has 
also released NEWSwatch 2.11, in 
this version the path changes made 
in 2.10 broke the ability to retrieve 
articles specified in the NOS GET 
or Oasis2 HEAD.OUT files. This has 
now been fixed by including a 
separate path for these files too. 


Now allows the incoming, outgoing, 
and history paths to be more 
flexibly defined. Still defaults to the 
same path structure as previous 
versions, but can now be 
overridden to suit your set-up. Note 
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that the History path is where the 
history, newgroups, and fullgroups 
files will be stored. Use of 
single/double clicking on paths is 
now the same as in POPwatch and 
CAB. 


If the user tries to quit the program 
whilst connected to a news server 
and the warning alert is OK'd, then 
NEWSwatch now finishes 
downloading any article is was in 
the middle of, *before* quitting. 
This prevents half retrieved articles 
which could cause Oasis2 to crash 
when unbatching. 


Hopefully fixed the problem where 
crossposted articles with the same 
message-id are being downloaded 
more than once in a single session. 
it was a bug in the code that 
checks the history file. Only applies 
when downloading using 
NEWNEWS. 


Newsie 0.90 has now been 
released to the public and offers 
improved e-mail statistic facilities. 
The features of this version were 
discussed in Mouse Movements 
several month's ago, so for more 
information refer back to the 
relevant issue. This is definitely the 
best version of Newsie yet, as the 
e-mail facilities are more complete 


Cal File Mavigate Options 


Above you can see the results of designing a WWW page in Papyrus 6 and the same page displayed in CAB. The 
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and the package is very stable. 


aFTP 1.4 beta 3 is now available 
and has a couple of handy 
improvements as well as the usual 
range of bug fixes. 

The “afterdownload-crash” bug has 
been fixed. A new commandline 
(VA_START) format has been 
defined, see documentation for 
further information. Better support 
for mono systems has been 
incorporated. The program has 
been recompiled with new MiNTlibs 
(pl48) and new GEMlibs (pl37). The 
Hotlist can be updated via OLGA 
protocol. 


In other news, Atack (the developer 
of aFTP) have indicated that a 
release of their impressive looking 
e-mail client aMail is imminent. The 
first release will be for MiNT-Net, 
but if aFTP is anything to go by, a 
STiK/STinG release will follow soon 
after, allowing users of the 
STiIK/STinG TCP/IP stack an even 
greater choice in the e-mail clients. 


In a slight digression from what 
normally appears in On-line Action, 
| will briefly look at what Papyrus 6 
can do with respect to WWW 
homepage publishing. The first 
thing | will do is show you all what 
the Fujination WWW page looks like 


PAPYRUS Datei Edit Zeichen Absatz Dokument Grafik Einstellun 


kein Fornat Swiss 12 i 
H Standard 75 % 


in CAB and Papyrus and the outline 
what implications this new found 
weapon in Papyrus’ arsenal will 
have for TOS computing 
professionals, students and Web 
publishers. 


The image on the left is the 
Fujination WWW page in CAB and 
the image on the right is the same 
WWW page in Papyrus 6. The 
resemblance is remarkable, and 
that is the way HTML is supposed 
to be, application independent and 
more importantly platform 
independent. 


Now the ability to make a WWW 
page in your favourite document 
processor may sound like a novel 
idea, but this has some pretty 
serious implications. It means for 
the first time you can import and 
export WWW/HTML compatible 
documents that are truly portable 
between any platform with a WWW 
browser, additionally the HTML 
facilities including in Papyrus 6 also 
support exporting and importing 
documents in Holger Weets UDO 
format, which is in turn able to be 
converted between over a dozen 
different formats from ST-Guide, 
Windows Help to LaTex, just to 
name a few. 

a Another implication is 
that any document 
downloaded from the 
WWW can then have 
components selectively 
included/merged into 
your own documents 
and you can be almost 
certain that it will be 
correctly formatted, for 
example a table of 
prices containing several 
columns. 


finished product is shown on the left and the page as designed Is shown on the right. As you change the width of 
the page in the browser it is reformatted to fill the available space. Get the Papyrus 6 demo and try for yourself! 
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The fact that Papyrus is dead easy 
to use, especially compared to 
packages like MS Word that 
employ some ridiculous interface 
design decisions, means that even 
a child can pick up the package 
and get the hang of it in a very 
limited time frame. Now for 
professional Web publishers and 
others with significant Web 
publishing interests, the seamless 
merging of document pagination 
and HTML publishing facilities 
means incorporating and extracting 
information into projects is a 
breeze, Look at my example page 
that | constructed in under five 
minutes! 


Papyrus and CAB both support the 
OLGA protocol and this allows 
documents being created and 
edited in Papyrus 6 to 
simultaneously viewed for 
correctness in CAB as the changes 
are made! This is fantastic feature 
for people concerned with the 
quality fo their work. Every time you 
save the HTML document in 
Papyrus, CAB is automatically 
passed the changes and updates 
its document accordingly. 


We will be looking at Papyrus 6 in 
more detail next month and will 
hopefully have a comprehensive 
review of the package, based on 
the German 6.16a demo, which | 
have just got my hands on. Keep 
your eyes open. 


Anthony Green 


NEWSFLASH! 


M-PLAYER 2.94 supports MPEG 1 
and MPEG 2 video formats. This 
means that M-Player is now the 
most comprehensive 
animation/movie player for TOS 
compatible computers. As you are 
most probably aware, M-Player will 
play Apple Quicktime MOV, 
Windows AVI, DL, FLI, FLH, FLC, 
FLM, CDH/L/V, VID, GIF, Plt + 
DLT, SEQ, batch files for 
slideshows (TGA, IMG, GIF, PI1 and 
NEO) and now M-PEG 14 and 2. 


The M-PEG support is currently just 
the video stream, but before too 
long we will probably see audio 
stream support and if the author 
has any luck with deciphering the 
M-PEG 3 source, maybe we will get 
M-PEG 3 support too. 


The ST/e or the Falcon/TT/TOS 
compatible version can be register 
right here with Fujination for just 
$15. So if you want to get animated 
download the demo from the 
M-Player Homepage, which is 
accessible from the Fujination Links 
page 

(http://www. intelitec.com.au/fujination/). 


DESKTOP SOLITAIRE 1.02 is now 
available from Fujination and now 
supports all video modes of the 
Hades and Milan. The package 
has been updated to work with all 
video cards, so that users of high 
end systems with video cards can 
enjoy playing a great GEM game, 
still at the great price of only $35, 
but only two copies at this price 
remain, when a restock is done the 
price will almost certainly rise to 
$45. Existing users can get a free 
upgrade by installing the upgrade 
patch! 


REEKING RUBBER the new Lotus 
Turbo Esprit type game for the 
Falcon is now available. The latest 
update to the game is version 0.9 
(with further updates imminent). 
This new release has the following 
improvements over the previous 
one. The desert scenery is more 
complete, the menu is nearing 
completion, support for user 
definable keyboard operation, A 
pause screen that also doubles as 
a setup screen for the sound FX 
and music volume. 


A 256*200 video mode that runs at 
13 fps (frames per second), a 2*1 
ground mapping mode, that 
accelerates the 256*200 mode to 
15 fps and further optimised texture 
mapping, giving up to 17 fps. 


The next release is reported to have 
32 level light sourced shading on 
the scenery and should make what 
is already an impressive game even 
more impressive. 


STrEeT Fighter 2 version 0.93 is a 
demo of what could have, or may 
still yet be an excellent STe 
and/or Falcon fighting game. The 
author is still active on the Atari 
scene and if encouraged may 
actually finish the code, as most of 
the program is written from what | 
can see of this demo. If you want to 
see the finished product, e-mail the 
author and tell him! Maybe you 
could even help him with graphics, 
sound or some other aspect of the 
project. 


This project is by Patrice Mandin, 
the same guy that is porting the 
REAL Doom to the Falcon/TT, and 
keen to try to port Quake too. 
E-mail: pmandin@caramail.com 
WWW: http://www. mygale.org/02 
/pmandin/index.htm| 
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